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This book takes an exciting perspective on language change, by explaining it in terms of Darwin's
evolutionary theory. Looking at a number of developments in the history of sounds and words, Nikolaus Ritt
shows how the constituents of language can be regarded as mental patterns, or 'memes', which copy
themselves from one brain to another when communication and language acquisition take place. Memes are
both stable in that they transmit faithfully from brain to brain, and active in that their success at replicating
depends upon their own properties. Ritt uses this controversial approach to challenge established models of
linguistic competence, in which speakers acquire, use, and shape language. In Darwinian terms, language
evolution is something that happens to, rather than through, speakers, and the interests of linguistic
constituents matter more than those of their human 'hosts'. This book will stimulate debate among
evolutionary biologists, cognitive scientists and linguists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Selfish Sounds and Linguistic Evolution: A Darwinian
Approach to Language Change.

Sandra Lowe:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Selfish Sounds and Linguistic Evolution: A
Darwinian Approach to Language Change seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Selfish Sounds and
Linguistic Evolution: A Darwinian Approach to Language Change is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Selfish Sounds and Linguistic Evolution: A
Darwinian Approach to Language Change. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Renee Chagnon:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Selfish Sounds and
Linguistic Evolution: A Darwinian Approach to Language Change is kind of publication which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled Selfish
Sounds and Linguistic Evolution: A Darwinian Approach to Language Change your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get prior to. The Selfish Sounds and Linguistic Evolution: A Darwinian Approach to
Language Change giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you



useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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