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Passionate Amateurstells a new story about modern theater: the story of a romantic attachment to theater’s
potential to produce surprising experiences of human community. It begins with one of the first great plays
of modern European theater—Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya in Moscow—and then crosses the 20th and 21st
centuries to look at how its story plays out in Weimar Republic Berlin, in the Paris of the 1960s, and in a
spectrum of contemporary performance in Europe and the United States. This is a work of historical
materialist theater scholarship, which combines a materialism grounded in a socialist tradition of cultural
studies with some of the insights developed in recent years by theorists of affect, and addresses some
fundamental questions about the social function and political potential of theater within modern capitalism.
Passionate Amateurs argues that theater in modern capitalism can help us think afresh about notions of work,
time, and freedom. Its title concept is a theoretical and historical figure, someone whose work in theater is
undertaken within capitalism, but motivated by a love that desires something different. In addition to its
theoretical originality, it offers a significant new reading of a major Chekhov play, the most sustained
scholarly engagement to date with Benjamin’s “Program for a Proletarian Children’s Theatre,” the first
major consideration of Godard’s La chinoise as a “theatrical” work, and the first chapter-length discussion of
the work of The Nature Theatre of Oklahoma, an American company rapidly gaining a profile in the
European theater scene.

Passionate Amateurscontributes to the development of theater and performance studies in a way that moves
beyond debates over the differences between theater and performance in order to tell a powerful, historically
grounded story about what theater and performance are for in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Maldonado:

The book Passionate Amateurs: Theatre, Communism, and Love (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the best thing like a book Passionate Amateurs: Theatre, Communism, and Love (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Passionate Amateurs: Theatre, Communism, and Love (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Nathan Strong:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Passionate Amateurs: Theatre,
Communism, and Love (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) is kind of book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Thelma Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Passionate Amateurs:
Theatre, Communism, and Love (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance).

Wm Dunlap:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Passionate Amateurs: Theatre, Communism,
and Love (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Passionate Amateurs: Theatre,



Communism, and Love (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) can to be your new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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