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In September 1962, James Meredith became the first African American admitted to the University of
Mississippi. A milestone in the civil rights movement, his admission triggered a riot spurred by a mob of
three thousand whites from across the South and all but officially stoked by the state's segregationist
authorities. Historians have called the Oxford riot nothing less than an insurrection and the worst
constitutional crisis since the Civil War. The escalating conflict prompted President John F. Kennedy to send
twenty thousand regular army troops, in addition to federalized Mississippi National Guard soldiers, into the
civil unrest (ten thousand into the town itself) to quell rioters and restore law and order.

James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot is the memoir of one of the participants, a young army second
lieutenant named Henry Gallagher, born and raised in Minnesota. His military police battalion from New
Jersey deployed, without the benefit of riot-control practice or advance briefing, into a deadly civil rights
confrontation. He was thereafter assigned as the officer-in-charge of Meredith's security detail at a time when
he faced very real threats to his life.

Gallagher's first-person account considers the performance of his fellow soldiers before and after the riot. He
writes of the behavior of the white students, some of them defiant, others perceiving a Communist-inspired
Kennedy conspiracy in Meredith's entry into Mississippi's "flagship" university. The author depicts the
student, Meredith, a man who at times seemed disconnected with the violent reality that swirled around him,
and who even aspired to be freed of his protectors so that he could just be another Ole Miss student.

James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot is both an invaluable perspective on a pivotal moment in American
history and an in-depth look at a unique home-front military action. From the vantage of the fiftieth
anniversary of the riot, Henry T. Gallagher reveals the young man he was in the midst of one of history's
most profound tests, a soldier from the Midwest encountering the powder keg of the Old South and its
violent racial divisions.
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From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot: A Soldier's Story as your daily
resource information.

Guillermo Behler:

Typically the book James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot: A Soldier's Story will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot: A
Soldier's Story is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Virginia Benoit:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot: A Soldier's Story this reserve consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Mary May:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot: A Soldier's Story
as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot: A Soldier's Story to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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