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According to the account in the Book of Exodus, God addresses the children of Israel as they stand before
Mt. Sinai with the words, "You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation" (19:6). The sentence,
Martha Himmelfarb observes, is paradoxical, for priests are by definition a minority, yet the meaning in
context is clear: the entire people is holy. The words also point to some significant tensions in the biblical
understanding of the people of Israel. If the entire people is holy, why does it need priests? If membership in
both people and priesthood is a matter not of merit but of birth, how can either the people or its priests hope
to be holy? How can one reconcile the distance between the honor due the priest and the actual behavior of
some who filled the role? What can the people do to make itself truly a kingdom of priests?

Himmelfarb argues that these questions become central in Second Temple Judaism. She considers a range of
texts from this period, including the Book of Watchers, the Book of Jubilees, legal documents from the Dead
Sea Scrolls, the writings of Philo of Alexandria, and the Book of Revelation of the New Testament, and goes
on to explore rabbinic Judaism's emphasis on descent as the primary criterion for inclusion among the chosen
people of Israel—a position, she contends, that took on new force in reaction to early Christian
disparagement of the idea that mere descent from Abraham was sufficient for salvation.

 Download A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Ancien ...pdf

 Read Online A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Anci ...pdf

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00CQESFJQ
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00CQESFJQ
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00CQESFJQ
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00CQESFJQ
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00CQESFJQ
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00CQESFJQ
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00CQESFJQ
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00CQESFJQ


Download and Read Free Online A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Ancient Judaism
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) Martha Himmelfarb

From reader reviews:

Patricia Mattox:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in
Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) as your daily resource information.

Johnnie Colby:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and
Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Terrie Newlin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Ancient
Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Ralph Rodriguez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and
Contexts) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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