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Considers the work of nineteenth-century theologian Ibrahim al-Bajuri and contests the notion of intellectual
decline in Islamic thought from the thirteenth through nineteenth centuries.

This is a rare study of a late premodern Islamic thinker, Ibrahim al- B?j?r?, a nineteenth-century scholar and
rector of Cairo’s al-Azhar University. Aaron Spevack explores al- B?j?r?’s legal, theological, and mystical
thought, highlighting its originality and vibrancy in relation to the millennium of scholarship that preceded
and informed it, and also detailing its continuing legacy. The book makes a case for the normativity of the
Gabrielian Paradigm, the study of law, rational theology, and Sufism, in the person of al- B?j?r?. Soon after
his death in 1860, this typical pattern of scholarship would face significant challenges from modernists,
reformers, and fundamentalists. Spevack challenges beliefs that rational theology, syllogistic logic, and
Sufism were not part of the predominant conception of orthodox scholarship and shows this scholarly
archetype has not disappeared as an ideal. In addition, the book contests prevailing beliefs in academic and
Muslim circles about intellectual decline from the thirteenth through nineteenth centuries.

“Spevack’s trailblazing book is a lucid survey and deep analysis of the works and ideas of al-B?j?r?.
Spevack shows precisely how al-B?j?r? served as an ‘archetypal’ Sunn? scholar. In the process, he succeeds
in evoking the subtlety, sophistication, and dynamism of the postclassical Islamic traditions of theology,
mysticism, and jurisprudence.” — Robert Wisnovsky, McGill University

“Here is a readable and comprehensive introduction to the intellectual production of one of the last giants of
the Sunn? legal tradition in the nineteenth century. Sensitive to the scholar’s strong affiliation with a
millennium-long tradition, this introduction will be appreciated by seasoned scholars and newcomers alike.”
— Ahmad Atif Ahmad, University of California, Santa Barbara

“Spevack’s book is an important corrective to Eurocentric narratives of the nineteenth century that focus
solely on Islamic thinkers whose main concern is with European ‘modernity’ and its challenges while
breezily ignoring the continuing tradition of madrasah scholarship in the modern period.” — Khaled El-
Rouayheb, Harvard University

Aaron Spevack is Assistant Professor of Religion at Colgate University. He translated and annotated Ghazali
on the Principles of Islamic Spirituality: Selections from The Forty Foundations of Religion—Annotated and
Explained.
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From reader reviews:

Novella Tinch:

The particular book The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-
Bajuri will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Frederick Rothman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law,
Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Eric Beckman:

This The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri is great
book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and
Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Silvia Smedley:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law,
Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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