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Mobutu Sese Seko, who ruled Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo) from 1965 until 1997, was
fond of saying “happy are those who sing and dance,” and his regime energetically promoted the notion of
culture as a national resource. During this period Zairian popular dance music (often referred to as la rumba
zaïroise) became a sort of musica franca in many parts of sub-Saharan Africa. But how did this privileged
form of cultural expression, one primarily known for a sound of sweetness and joy, flourish under one of the
continent’s most brutal authoritarian regimes? In Rumba Rules, the first ethnography of popular music in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Bob W. White examines not only the economic and political conditions that
brought this powerful music industry to its knees, but also the ways that popular musicians sought to remain
socially relevant in a time of increasing insecurity.

Drawing partly on his experiences as a member of a local dance band in the country’s capital city Kinshasa,
White offers extraordinarily vivid accounts of the live music scene, including the relatively recent
phenomenon of libanga, which involves shouting the names of wealthy or powerful people during
performances in exchange for financial support or protection. With dynamic descriptions of how bands
practiced, performed, and splintered, White highlights how the ways that power was sought and understood
in Kinshasa’s popular music scene mirrored the charismatic authoritarianism of Mobutu’s rule. In Rumba
Rules, Congolese speak candidly about political leadership, social mobility, and what it meant to be a bon
chef (good leader) in Mobutu’s Zaire.
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From reader reviews:

Bennett Fox:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in
Mobutu's Zaire to read.

Jodi Dauphin:

Here thing why this specific Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide
that similar with Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire in e-book can be your substitute.

Jerry Bates:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Rumba Rules: The Politics of
Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Rumba Rules: The Politics of
Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire become your current starter.

Michelle Shaw:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Rumba Rules:
The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire.
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